WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

\ 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
AND  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  TEAR 

1963 

' ’.N 

T.  KENRICK  HUGHES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
S.  DAVIES,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.M.I. 


STAFF  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

T.  KENRICK  HUGHES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING  OFFICER 

S.  DAVIES,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  C.M.I. 

DEPUTY  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING  OFFICER 

C.  DAVIES,  M.A.P.H.I 


PUBLIC  HEALTH,  HOUSING  AND  PETROLEUM  INSPECTORS 

E.  LLOYD,  C.M.I.  H.  JONES,  C.M.I. 

*D.  M.  HUGHES,  C.M.I.  O.  C.  R.  ROBERTS, 

W.  J.  WILLIAMS,  C. 

PUPIL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

*Miss  V.  E.  J.  BROADBENT. 

*J.  R.  EVANS. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL  SUPERINTENDENT 

W.  I.  HUGHES. 

CHIEF  CLERK 

Miss  O.  M.  DAVIES. 

JUNIOR  SHORTHAND  TYPIST 

*Miss  M.  W.  EVANS. 

*Miss  D.  C.  WILLIAMS. 

JUNIOR  CLERK 

*P.  J.  NEWMAN. 


CLERK  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

TREVOR  L.  WILLIAMS,  Ll.M. 


ENGINEER 

T.  A.  BOWEN,  M.I.Mun.E. 

DEPUTY  ENGINEER 

E.  R.  MYERS,  A.M.I.Mun.E. 


CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

COUNCILLOR  IVOR  GRIFFITHS. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

COUNCILLOR  GEORGE  RICHARDS. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

COUNCILLOR  R.  D.  JONES. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN  OF  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

COUNCILLOR  J.  E.  POWELL. 

THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  CONSISTS  OF  ALL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


* Part  of  Year, 


gP 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1963. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963. 

During  recent  years,  considerable  legislation  has  come  into 
operation,  dealing  with  “Clean  Air”,  “Litter,”  and  “Noise 
Abatement”,  which  are  conditions  which  adversly  affect  the 
health  of  the  community.  Unfortunately,  the  regulations  are 
difficult  to  enforce,  consequently,  we  find  our  local  beauty  spots 
being  desecrated  by  the  refuse  left  by  picnic  parties,  while  our 
streets  and  footpaths  become  the  respository  of  countless  fish  and 
chip  papers  and  empty  cigarette  packets. 

The  Anti-Litter  laws  have  had  little  or  no  effect  and  hardly 
a local  authority  in  the  country  is  prepared  to  enforce  its  own 
bye-laws.  A great  opportunity  is  here  presented  for  our  district 
to  lead  the  way. 

The  chief  difficulty  is  to  overcome  the  ignorance  of  the  public 
on  health  matters,  and  this  is  where  health  education  is  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

During  the  year,  infectious  diseases  were  comparatively  few 
in  number  and  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  continued  to  diminish. 

The  Chiropody  Service  provided  by  the  County  for  the  benefit 
of  old  people  has  been  much  appreciated  and  was  made  good  use 
of. 
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The  next  step  to  help  the  aged  will  be  a "Meals  on  Wheels" 
service  which  will  be  a boon  to  many  who  are  unable  to  provide 
or  cook  for  themselves. 

I have  to  thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his 
staff  for  their  excellent  work  during  the  year,  for  they  have  cheer- 
fully undertaken  the  extra  duties  and  hours  entailed  in  a 100% 
meat  inspection  service. 

Miss  Olwen  Davies  and  her  staff  give  invaluable  assistance  in 
compiling  this  report,  for  which  I am  truly  grateful. 

Finally,  I am  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration. 

I am. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  KENRICK  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Heath. 
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1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  — 72,370 

Population,  R.G.'s  Estimate,  1963,  Mid-Annual  62,280 

Population,  Density  per  acre  0.86 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  21,083 

Number  of  Inhabited  Council  Houses  7,242 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate,  1962 — 1963  ^^2,147  15s.  3d. 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Comparability  Factor.  1.05  (Births).  1.11  (Deaths). 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

498 

474 

972 

Illegitimate 

22 

21 

43 

Totals 

520 

495 

1,015 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population. 

Crude 

16.30 

Adjusted 

17.115 

England  and  Wales  18.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent 

of  Total  Live  Births 

1 4.24 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

8 

7 

15 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 

Totals 

9 

10 

19 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Live  and 

Still  Births 

18.37 

England  and  Wales 

17.3 

TOTAL  BIRTHS  (LIVE  AND  STILL). 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

506 

481 

987 

Illegitimate 

23 

24 

47 

Totals 

529 

505 

1034 

DEATHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

439 

360 

799 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population. 

Crude 

12.83 

Adjusted 

14.24 

England  and  Wales  12.2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

F. 

Total. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births — 

- 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

7 

10 

17 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

8 

10 

18 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  total  Live  Births  .....  17.73 

England  and  Wales  — 20.9 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  17.49 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  23.26 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 month  per 

1000  Total  Live  Births) 13.79 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1000  total  live  births).  10.84 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 

week  combined  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births)  29.01 


WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

1963. 

TABLE  1. 


Number  of 

Density  of 

Parish 

Acreage 

Houses 

Population 

{Estim.) 

Population 

Rateable 

1963 

per  acre 

Nalue 

Abenbury 

1717 

no 

455 

0.26 

i 

31,350 

Allington 

3578 

506 

1630 

0.46 

33,327 

Bersham 

1784 

1539 

4084 

2.29 

75,425 

Bieston 

1683 

61 

276 

0.16 

7,822 

Broughton 

1089 

2303 

6713 

6.16 

91,975 

Brymbo 

2543 

1256 

3884 

1.53 

174,798 

Burton 

2869 

255 

739 

0.26 

15,040 

Cefn 

1876 

2237 

6210 

3.31 

165,359 

Erbistock 

2919 

133 

403 

0.14 

7,146 

Erddig 

287 

9 

17 

0.06 

2,649 

Esc.  Above  ..... 

3953 

186 

417 

0.11 

9,7.50 

Esc.  Below  

1640 

880 

2711 

1.65 

71,436 

Gresford 

1099 

716 

2063 

1.88 

56,879 

Gwersyllt 

2103 

2068 

6603 

3.14 

96,131 

Holt 

2912 

346 

1038 

0.36 

16,259 

Isycoed 

3532 

99 

372 

0.11 

131,227 

Llangollen  R 

9953 

911 

2354 

0.24 

52,992 

Llantysilio 

6163 

207 

470 

0.09 

8,013 

Llay 

2251 

1020 

3604 

1.60 

79,784 

Marchwiel 

3389 

300 

824 

0.24 

24,7 1'3 

Minera 

1393 

427 

1226 

0.88 

22,493 

Penycae 

4694 

101  I 

3027 

0.64 

38,598 

Rhos 

1441 

3306 

9457 

6.56 

143,006 

Ruabon 

5906 

1099 

3367 

0.57 

78,700 

Sesswick 

2596 

99 

336 

0.13 

13,840 

Gas  & Elec.  Bds. 

47,751 

Totals. 

72,370 

21,083 

62,280 

0.86 

1,496,543 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate — 1962/1963 — /2.147  16s.  3d. 


TABLE  2. 

ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Parish 

Es- 

tim- 

ated 

Pop. 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

un- 

der 

one 

year 

Inft. 

Mort. 

Rate 

per 

1000 

births 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Abenbury 

455 

4 

8 

12 

26.37 

3 

6.59 

Allington 

1630 

4 

10 

14 

8.59 

31 

19.02 

Bersham 

4084 

32 

32 

64 

15.67 

67 

16.41 

2 

31.25 

276 

3 

2 

5 

18.12 

2 

7.25 

Broughton 

6713 

67 

43 

no 

16.39 

85 

12.66 

4 

36.36 

Brymbo 

3884 

40 

28 

68 

17.51 

47 

12.10 

3 

44.12 

Burton  

739 

4 

5 

9 

12.18 

5 

6.77 

Cefn 

6210 

49 

62 

101 

16.26 

73 

11.76 

2 

19.80 

Erbistock 

403 

2 

3 

5 

12.41 

9 

22.33 

Erddig 

17 

Esc.  Above 

417 

4 

1 

6 

11.99 

6 

14.39 

Esc.  Below 

2711 

26 

24 

50 

18.44 

38 

14.02 

Gresford 

2063 

23 

23 

46 

22.30 

23 

11.15 

Gwersyllt 

6603 

72 

67 

129 

19.54 

64 

9.69 

2 

15.50 

Holt 

1038 

10 

6 

16 

15.41 

19 

18.30 

Tsyr.np.d 

372 

3 

6 

9 

24.19 

7 

18.82 

T.lan . T? . 

2354 

19 

18 

37 

15.72 

31 

13.17 

Llantysilio 

470 

1 

3 

4 

8.51 

7 

14.89 

1 

250. 

Llay 

3604 

36 

37 

73 

20.26 

41 

11.38 

1 

13.70 

Marchwiel 

824 

9 

7 

16 

19.42 

12 

14.56 

1 

62.5 

Minera  

1226 

6 

8 

14 

11.42 

13 

10.60 

Penycae 

3027 

17 

25 

42 

13.88 

38 

12.55 

1 

23.81 

Rhos 

9457 

58 

66 

124 

13.11 

123 

13.01 

1 

8.06 

Rna.bon 

3367 

27 

27 

54 

16.04 

55 

16.34 

Sesswick 

336 

4 

4 

8 

23.81 



Totals 

62,280 

520 

495 

1015 

16.30 

799 

12.83 

18 

17.73 

THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  1963,  as  given  by  the 
Registrar  General,  was  62,280,  as  compared  to  62,380  for  1962. 
This  shows  a slight  fall  of  100,  in  spite  of  an  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  of  216,  from  which  a rise  in  population  might  have  been 
expected.  However,  it  is  not  possible  to  tell,  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy,  what  number  of  persons  have  left  the  district.  The 
uncertanties  of  employment  are  a continual  cause  of  a flow  of 
people  to  and  from  the  area. 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS. 

The  comparability  factors  enable  the  crude  birth  rate  and 
crude  death  rate  to  be  adjusted  for  more  accurate  comparision 
with  England  and  Wales  in  respect  of  age  and  sex  distribution. 

The  figure  for  births  was  1.05  and  that  for  deaths  1.11. 
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BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  during  1963  was  1015  as 
compared  to  1 045  in  1962.  This  shows  a fall  of  30  on  last  year’s 
figures,  but  we  have  managed  to  keep  above  the  1,000  mark. 

The  total  births  went  down  to  968  in  1960,  but  has  kept  over 
1000  since  that  year. 

The  total  births  included  520  boys  and  495  girls,  thus  giving 
the  boys  a majority  of  25. 

Among  these  births  were  43  illegitimate  children,  and  in- 
cluded 22  boys  and  21  girls.  The  number  of  illegitimate  children 
was  exactly  the  same  as  in  1962,  but  is  higher  than  for  1960  and 
1961.  There  has  been  a national  increase  in  the  figures  for  illeg- 
itimacy due  to  greater  promiscuity  and  lower  moral  standards 
among  young  people. 

Fortunately,  there  is  no  longer  the  social  stigma  attached  to 
illegitimacy  as  was  formerly  met  with.  These  children  are  now 
well  cared  for  in  Homes  until  they  are  adopted,  where  so  desired. 
Their  chances  of  getting  on  in  life  are  now  on  a par  with  those  of 
other  children. 


TABLE  3. 
BIRTHS. 


Parish. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Abenbury 

4 

8 



12 

AUington 

3 

9 

1 

1 

14 

Bersham 

31 

32 

1 

64 

Bieston 

3 

2 

...— 

5 

Broughton 

61 

41 

6 

2 

110 

Brymbo 

38 

27 

2 

1 

68 

Burton 

4 

5 

9 

Cefn  

47 

50 

2 

2 

101 

Erbistock 

2 

3 

5 

Erddig 

...... 

Esc.  Above 

4 

1 

5 

Esc.  Below 

24 

22 

2 

2 

60 

Gresford 

22 

23 

1 

46 

Gwersyllt 

71 

53 

1 

4 

129 

Holt  

10 

6 



16 

Isycoed 

3 

5 

1 

9 

Llangollen  R 

18 

18 

1 

37 

LlantysUio 

1 

3 

4 

Llay  

34 

36 

2 

1 

73 

Marchwiel 

9 

6 

1 

16 

Min  era 

6 

8 



14 

Penycae 

17 

23 

2 

42 

Rhos 

56 

63 

2 

3 

124 

Ruabon 

26 

26 

1 

1 

54 

Sesswick 

4 

4 

8 

Totals 

498 

474 

22 

21 

1015 

715  Births  took  place  in  Hospital. 
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BIRTH  RATE. 

The  crude  birth  rate  for  1963  was  16.30,  but  when  adjusted 
rose  to  17.115. 

This  compares  with  a birth  rate  of  16.75  in  1962.  That  for 
England  and  Wales  was  18.2,  thus  the  adjusted  birth  rate 
is  not  now  far  behind  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

There  was  a total  of  19  still  births  registered  during  1963,  as 
compared  to  21  during  1962  and  24  in  1961.  These  figures  show 
a gradual  improvement  as  regards  still  births,  which  is  a credit  to 
the  ante-natal  care  that  is  now  given  to  all  expectant  mothers. 
If  every  expectant  mother  made  full  use  of  this  service  the  still 
births  would  continue  to  fall. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  18.37  as  compared  with  19.7  in  1962. 
That  for  England  and  Wales  was  17.3. 

DEATHS. 

There  was  a total  of  799  deaths  registered  during  1963  as 
compared  to  739  during  1962.  This  shows  an  increase  of  60 
deaths  in  the  year.  The  total  deaths  included  439  males  and 
360  females,  so  that  79  more  men  died  than  women. 

According  to  age  groups,  we  find  that  under  75  years,  more 
men  than  women  die,  in  the  ratio  of  296  men  to  181  women,  but 
over  75  years,  more  women  die,  in  the  ratio  of  179  women  to 
143  men,  which  shows  that  women  tend  to  live  longer  than  men. 
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TABLE  4. 


DEATHS. 


Parish. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  under 
One  year  of  age. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Abenbury 

2 

1 

3 

AUington 

12 

19 

31 

Bersham 

30 

35 

2 

67 

Bieston 

2 

2 

Broughton 

43 

38 

2 

2 

85 

Brymbo 

21 

23 

2 

1 

47 

Burton 

4 

1 



5 

Cefn  

40 

31 

1 

1 

73 

Erbistock 

6 

3 

9 

Erddig 

Esc.  Above  

5 

1 

6 

Esc.  Below 

23 

15 

38 

Gresford 

10 

13 

23 

Gwersyllt 

40 

22 

1 

1 

64 

Holt  

9 

10 



19 

Isycoed 

5 

2 

7 

Llan.  Rural  

16 

15 

...... 

31 

Llantysilio 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Llay  - 

28 

12 

1 



41 

Marchwiel 

3 

8 

1 

12 

Minera 

5 

8 

13 

Penycae 

27 

10 

1 

38 

Rhos  

63 

59 

1 

123 

Ruabon 

33 

22 



55 

Sesswick 

Totals 

431 

350 

8 

10 

799 

There  were  no  Maternal  Deaths  during  the  year. 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  12.83,  but  when  adjusted  rose  to 
14.24.  That  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.2. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  total  number  of  infants  who  died  below  the  age  of  12 
months  was  18  during  1963,  as  compared  to  25  infant  deaths  in 
1962.  This  shows  a satisfactory  fall  in  numbers  and  gives  an 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  17.73,  as  compared  to  a rate  of  23.92 
in  1963.  That  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.9,  so  our  figure  is 
below  the  national  figure  this  year. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  causes  of  death  have  this  year  been  given  according  to 
sex  and  age,  so  that  it  is  possible  to  see  at  a glance  at  what  age  a 
particular  disease  is  most  lethal  and  to  which  sex. 
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Of  the  total  number  of  799  deaths,  we  find  that  579  were 
due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  and  cancer.  These 
diseases  account  for  practically  two  thirds  of  the  deaths,  as  419 
were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  while  160  were 
due  to  cancer.  These  figures  show  an  increase  over  those  for  1962. 
Coronary  Thrombosis  was  the  greatest  single  cause  of  death  with 
141  deaths  and  showed  an  increase  of  31  on  last  year’s  figure  of 
110.  92  men  died  of  this  disease  as  compared  to  only  49  women. 

The  majority  of  these  cases  were  over  55  years.  Sedentary  work- 
ers are  most  susceptible  while  moderate  excercise  and  careful  diet 
lessen  the  liability. 

Cancer  affects  three  organs  in  particular,  namely  the  breast  in 
women,  the  lung  in  men  and  the  stomach  in  both.  Cancer  of  the 
lung  and  bronchus  killed  25  men  and  2 women  in  our  district  during 
1963,  and  was  two  less  than  in  1962.  Nevertheless,  the  national 
figures  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  continue  to  show  a rapid 
increase.  Since  1940,  they  have  risen  from  5,000  to  27,000  in 
1962,  which  rise  keeps  pace  with  the  increase  of  cigarette  smoking. 

Campaigns  to  stop  smoking  have  been  disappointing.  One 
boy  in  10  has  started  smoking  before  he  leaves  the  junior  school, 
while  50%  of  boys  smoke  before  they  are  sixteen.  It  is  a rare 
sight  to  see  a teenage  boy  or  girl  without  a cigaratte  hanging 
from  their  lips,  which,  together  with  a ‘Beatle’  hair  style,  produces 
a rakish  appearance. 

The  connection  between  cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer 
is  now  well  established,  and  also  atmospheric  pollution  by  soot 
and  exhaust  fumes  add  their  contributive  effect.  Let  us  hope 
that  common  sense  in  these  matters  will  prevail  sooner  than  later, 
otherwise  the  death  role  will  continue  to  rise. 
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DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 
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TABLE  6. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  NOTIFIABLE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are,  by  law,  required 
to  be  notified  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  soon  as 
suspected,  so  that  measures  can  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  source 
of  the  infection  and  also  prevent  its  spread.  Such  notification  is 
not  carried  out  conscientiously  and  the  law  relating  thereto  needs 
revising. 

Some  infections  have  now  become  so  mild  in  character  as  to 
hardly  warrant  notification,  while  others  such  as  Venereal  Disease, 
which  is  on  the  increase,  could  be  included,  as  it  was  during  the 
war  years,  with  good  results. 

There  was  a total  of  196  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  1963  as  compared  to  205  cases  in  1962.  The  last  2 years 
have  been  free  from  any  serious  epedimics,  hence  the  low  figures. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  a total  of  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified.  They 
were  all  children  under  14  years  of  age  and  the  infection  was  so 
mild  that  none  required  to  go  to  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Only  10  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  in  children 
below  the  age  of  9 years.  This  compares  with  2 cases  in  1962  and 
4 in  1961.  Since  immunisation  of  babies  against  this  disease  has 
been  practised — there  has  been  a remarkable  decline  in  numbers, 
for  in  1950  there  were  165  cases  notified. 

Measles. 

There  was  a total  of  92  cases  of  Measles  notified,  most  of  whom 
were  under  9 years  old,  so  that  infant  and  junior  School  children 
and  toddlers  were  mainly  affected. 

Two  parishes  were  mostly  affected,  having  61  cases.  These 
were  Cefn  with  28  cases  and  Gwersyllt  with  33. 

Dysentery. 

This  infection  is  becoming  quite  common  and  is  particularly 
liable  to  spread  among  infant  school  children.  To  prevent  it, 
strict  hygiene  precautions  are  necessary  with  a plentiful  supply 
of  hot  water.  Individual  personal  towels  are  also  of  great  help. 

There  was  a total  of  38  cases  of  Dysentry  notified,  of  which 
23  occurred  in  Cross  Street  School  in  the  Gwersyllt  parish.  10 
cases  required  hospital  treatment  and  it  took  several  months  to 
clear  up  this  infection. 
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Pneumonia. 

There  were  only  2 cases  of  Pneumonia  notified.  Both  were 
adults  and  1 was  sent  to  hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  3 cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  which  occurred  in 
hospital. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Food  Poisoning  is  an  ever  present  danger,  in  connection  with 
foods  that  have  been  cooked,  then  allowed  to  go  cold  and  warmed 
up  next  day  for  a meal.  Most  outbreaks  in  canteen  and  catering 
establishments  occur  in  this  way. 

Isolated  cases  may  be  due  to  eating  synthetic  cream,  pies 
and  meat  sandwiches. 

4 cases  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred  in  our  District,  affecting 
2 families. 

One  family  of  3 persons  had  returned  from  a holiday  in 
Blackpool  and  were  ill  after  eating  ham  sandwiches. 

The  other  person  was  taken  ill  at  home  after  eating  a cream 
sandwich. 

All  of  these  cases  were  mild  in  character  and  soon  cleared 
up. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  was  a total  of  33  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  1963,  as  compared  to  58  new  cases  in  1962.  In  1959  there 
were  80  new  cases.  These  figures  show  a great  improvement  as 
there  were  25  less  than  last  year,  and  is  the  lowest  figure  that  has 
so  far  occurred  in  this  district.  The  battle  against  Tuberculosis 
is  being  waged  with  greater  success  each  year,  with  the  result  that 
many  Sanatoria  are  now  not  needed  and  can  be  used  for  other 
purposes.  In  our  area,  Meadowslea  Sanatorium  has  been  con- 
verted for  use  as  an  Old  People’s  Home. 

Another  pleasing  feature  was  that  only  1 death  from  Tuber- 
culosis was  recorded  in  our  District  as  compared  to  9 deaths  in 
1962. 
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TABLE  7. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES. 
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TABLE  8 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Sccirlet  Fever 

14 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

— 

Measles  

92 

I 

Pulmonary  T.B 

32 

21 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 

I 

I 



Dysentery 

38 

10 

Pueperal  Pyrexia  

3 

3 



Pneumonia 

2 

1 

,,n„ 

Food  Poisoning  ..... 

4 

Totals 

196 

37 

I 

TABLE  9. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 


Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Pulmonary  T.B. 
Non-Pulm  T.B. 
Dysentery 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Food  Poisoning 


Totals 


Un- 

der 

1 

year 

1 

to 

2 

3 
to 

4 

3 

27 

I 

7 

4 

30 

2 

5 

7 

10 

39 

37 

5 

to 

9 


8 
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22 

I 
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45 


10 

to 

14 


13 


15 

to 

24 


12 


26 
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2? 


39 


Age 
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known 


Tot. 
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32 
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38 
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196 
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TABLE  10. 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  ARRANGED 
ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 


Age  Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Under  i year 



_ 



I — 4 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 9 years 

I 

I 

— 

2 

lo — 14  years 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 19  years 

3 

I 

— 

— 

4 

20 — 24  years 

— 

— 

25 — 34  years 

3 

5 

— 

8 

35—44  years 

5 

— 

5 

45 — 54  years 

3 

I 

— 

— 

4 

55 — 64  years 

2 

2 

4 

65  and  over 

5 

I 

- 

6 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

21 

II 

I 

33 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Service  consists  of  2 units,  one  station- 
ary at  the  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Wrexham,  and  operates  every 
Thursday,  and  the  other  is  a mobile  unit  which  visits  villages  and 
industries  throughout  the  District  according  to  a carefully  planned 
itinerary. 

The  following  table  shows  the  places  visited,  and  the  number 
of  persons  X-Rayed. 


TABLE  11. 

WELSH  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE. 

Details  of  Mass  Radiography  Survey  carried  out  during  1963. 


Place. 

Total  Number  Examined. 
Males.  Females. 

Brymbo  Steel  Works 
Ltd.,  Brymbo 

671 

27 

M.A.N.W.E.B.,  Rhos- 
tyllen 

362 

154 

Lindisfarne  College, 
Wynnstay  Hall, 
Ruabon 

159 

35 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

A triple  antigen  is  now  being  used  to  immunise  against 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus.  This  is  commenced  at 
the  age  of  3 months  and  3 doses  are  given  at  intervals  of  1 month. 
Infants  can  be  treated  free  of  charge  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
or  by  the  family  doctors.  This  form  of  protection  against 
Diphtheria  has  been  most  successful  as  no  cases  have  occurred  in 
our  District  for  many  years. 

Whooping  Cough,  which  was  a most  distressing  and  often 
fatal  illness  to  young  infants,  is  now  also  on  the  wane.  There 
have  been  no  serious  epidemics  of  Whooping  Cough  since  the  war 
20  years  ago. 

The  accompanying  Table  shows  the  number  of  children  who 
were  immunised. 


TABLE  12. 


IMMUNISATION. 


Number  of  Persons  Immunised  during  1963. 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation. 


Primary  Doses.  0 — 1 yr. 


2 — 4 yrs. 


5 — 14  yrs.  15  plus  yrs. 


Diphtheria  519 

Whooping  Cough  515 
Tetanus  518 


104 

99 

111 


3 

2 

3 


Boosters 


0 — 4 yrs.  5 — 14  yrs.  15  plus  yrs. 
407  51  — 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALL  POX. 

The  outbreaks  of  Small  Pox  which  occurred  in  1962  caused  a 
huge  increase  in  the  numbers  vaccinated  in  that  year,  but  since 
the  scare  has  died  down,  the  number  of  vaccinations  in  1963 
showed  a marked  decrease  from  4,899  vaccinations  performed  in 
1962  as  compared  to  only  209  in  1963. 

The  accompanying  Table  gives  the  details. 


TABLE  13. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALL  POX. 

Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  during  1963. 

0 — \yr.  2 — 4 yrs.  5 — 14 yrs.  plus  yrs. 

Primary  Vaccin- 
ations 53  38  12  27 

Re-vaccinations  — 1 8 70 
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Polio  Vaccination. 

The  oral  method  of  giving  Polio  Vaccine  continues  to  be  pop- 
ular with  mothers  but  is  not  always  appreciated  by  the  infants 
and  children  who  are  sometimes  suspicious  and  refuse  to  be  cajoled 
into  taking  the  syrup  or  sugar,  with  the  result  that  much  dribbling 
of  syrup  down  the  chin  occurs.  On  the  whole,  however,  children 
take  it  quite  well. 

Protection  is  available  to  persons  from  the  age  of  6 months  to 
30  years.  It  is  very  noticeable  that  the  number  of  adults  wishing 
to  be  done  has  dwindled  to  a negligible  quantity  but  the  danger  of 
Polio  to  adults  is  equally  as  great  as  to  children,  so  that  they  run 
a grave  risk  in  failing  to  obtain  protection.  The  accompanying 
Table  gives  the  number  vaccinated. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 
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Reinforcing  Doses  after  2 Salk  In- 
jections and  1 oral  — ■ 144 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  Section  47. 

The  attention  of  the  Health  Department  is  continually  being 
drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  under  which  certain  aged 
and  infirm  persons  are  living  without  proper  care  and  attention. 
Visits  are  made  in  order  to  persuade  such  persons  to  go  to  a Home 
where  they  can  be  properly  cared  for.  Many  are  glad  to  go 
voluntarily,  but  a few  of  them  absolutely  refuse.  It  is  then  necessary 
to  use  the  powers  given  by  the  Act  and  obtain  a Court  Order 
for  their  removal  to  Hospital  or  Home,  according  to  circumstances. 

Three  cases  were  removed  under  a Court  Order  during  1963. 
Two  of  them  were  a married  couple  who  are  aged  and  infirm  and 
living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  were  unable  to  devote  to 
themselves  and  were  not  receiving  from  other  persons  proper  care 
and  attention. 

The  third  case  was  an  old  lady  living  alone,  who  was  also 
aged,  infirm  and  physically  incapacitated,  and  was  living  in  in- 
sanitary conditions,  with  no  one  to  care  for  her. 

As  the  freedom  of  the  individual  is  involved  in  these  circ- 
umstances, these  steps  are  not  taken  lightly.  Every  avenue  is 
explored  to  enable  them  to  live  at  home  and  only  in  the  last 
resort  is  compulsory  removal  decided  on. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  service  has  proved  most  helpful  in  enabling  the  aged 
and  infirm  to  remain  in  their  own  homes,  and  be  properly  cared 
for.  Without  the  Home  Help  many  would,  of  necessity,  be  com- 
pelled to  go  to  an  Old  People’s  Home. 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  employed  is  79  and  they  attended 
to  the  welfare  of  238  cases  over  65  years  old. 

Other  cases  of  sickness  numbered  72,  so  that  the  grand 
total  was  310  cases  who  received  the  benefits  of  Home  Help 
assistance. 

TABLE  15. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 


Chronic  Sick  and  Tuberculosis  28 

Mentally  disordered  1 

Maternity  18 

Others  25 

No.  of  home  helps  employed  at 

31.12.63  79 
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TABLE  16. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

1.  GENERAL 

(a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial 


Hospital  : 201  Beds 

(b)  Maelor  General  Hospital 

Emergency  Unit  168  Beds 

Isolation  Unit  20  Beds 

Geriatric  Unit  74  Beds 

Children’s  Unit  43  Beds 

2.  MATERNITY  GASES. 

Maelor  General  Hospital  (Maternity  Unit).  87  beds. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Llangollen  (10  gen.  beds 

( 9 mat.  beds. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Chirk  (26  gen.  beds. 

( 8 mat.  beds. 


3.  ORTHOPAEDIC. 

Robert  Jones  & Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Gobowen. 


4.  TREVALYN  HALL 

CLINICS. 


418  Beds 

55  Beds 
Geriatric. 


1.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

These  are  established  in  the  following  areas  : 

Broughton  Brymbo  Cefn 

Coedpoeth  Gresford  Holt 

J ohnstown  Llay  Rhos 

Rhosrobin  Rhostyllen  Rossett 

Ruabon  Southsea  Froncysyllte 

Trevor 

2.  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are  held  at  Cefn  (The  Clinic)  and  Wrexham 
(War  Memorial  Hospital). 


NURSING  SERVICES. 


1.  GENERAL  AND  MIDWIFERY. 

District  Nurse/Mid  wives  and  District  Nurses  for  the 
home  visiting  of  the  sick  and  for  maternity  cases  are 
provided  in  the  following  areas  : — 


Brynteg  2 

Brymbo  1 

Broughton  1 

Coedpoeth  1 

Cefn  2 

Gresford  1 

Gcirth  1 


Holt  1 

Gwersyllt  2 
Llay  2 

Rhos  3 

Rhostyllen  1 
Ruabon  1 
Penycae  1 


2.  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

There  are  11  Health  Visitors  (who  are  also  School 
Nurses)  employed  in  the  rural  district  on  Matei  nity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  work. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

There  are  two  County  owned  ambulances  stationed  in  Cefn  ; 
one  is  manned  by  a full-time  driver,  the  other  is  manned  by  St. 
John’s  Ambulance  Service,  Voluntary  Division.  The  two  am- 
bulances previously  stationed  at  Rhos  are  now  stationed  at 
Wrexham. 

Full  cover  is  also  provided  by  stations  in  Wrexham,  Chirk 
and  Llangollen. 

All  ambulances  are  supplied  with  Oxygen  equipment.  The 
ambulance  station  at  Wrexham  is  also  equipped  with  Stephen- 
son’s Minuteman  Rescusitators. 

The  Wireless  Control,  which  is  now  an  established  feature  of 
the  Ambulance  service,  has  resulted  in  a vast  improvement  in  the 
speed  and  efficiency  of  the  service. 

All  three  services.  Police,  Fire  and  Ambulance,  can  now  be 
speedily  combined  on  the  same  accident,  if  required. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE. 

A chiropody  service  has  been  inaugurated  by  the  County 
Council,  which  has  established  five  centres  for  treatment  in  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District.  These  are  situated  at  Cefn,  Coedpoeth, 
Holt,  Rhos  and  Ruabon.  There  is  at  present  only  one  Chiropodist 
to  work  East  Denbighshire  and  in  our  district  alone  there  were 
365  persons  on  the  register.  The  attendances  for  treatment  vary 
considerably  at  these  centres,  for  Coedpoeth  had  the  highest 
attendance  per  quarter,  while  Ruabon  had  the  lowest. 

The  service  is  one  that  is  urgently  needed,  for  many  old  people 
suffer  greatly  from  foot  troubles  which  ma'v  even  prevent  them 
getting  about,  so  that  the  help  of  the  Chiropodist  is  greatly 
appreciated. 

An  extension  of  the  service  to  other  towns  and  villages  is 
much  in  demand,  but  cannot  be  met  by  a single  Chiropodist. 


RAINFALL. 

W'^e  are  supplied  each  year  with  the  rainfall  figures  taken  at 
Packsaddle  by  the  WTexliam  and  East  Denbighshire  Water 
Company,  to  whom  I am  extremely  grateful. 

There  w'as  a total  of  27.03  inches  of  rain  during  the  year  as 
compared  to  31.03  indies  in  1962.  Previous  y.ars  showed  32.17 
iuches  in  1961,  and  44.36  inches  in  1960.  Although  these  figures 
show  a decreasing  total  in  rainfall  each  year  since  1960,  we  have 
by  no  means  had  what  could  be  called  a scorching  summer  for 
a long  time. 
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November  was  by  far  the  wettest  month,  and  December  was 
the  driest,  w^hile  the  so  called  summer  months  each  had  more 
than  an  inch  of  rainfall  as  shown  in  the  table. 

TABLE  17. 

RAINFALL  FIGURES  TAKEN  AT  PACKSADDLE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1963. 


Rainfall 

Month 

[inches) 

J anuary 

1.28 

February 

1.25 

March 

3.18 

April 

2.68 

May 

1.58 

June 

2.98 

July 

1.73 

August 

1.83 

September 

2.12 

October 

1.94 

November 

5.86 

December 

0.60 

Total  27.03 

HOUSING. 

There  was  a total  number  of  7,242  council  dwellings  in  our 
district  at  the  end  of  1963,  of  which  205  were  erected  during  the 
year.  There  wei'e  also  142  private  houses  built  in  this  period. 

Of  the  Council  dwellings,  38  bungalows  with  one  bedroom  were 
built  for  old  people.  Although  the  one-bedroom  bungalow  is 
proving  quite  popular  on  the  whole,  there  are  some  people  who 
would  be  willing  to  take  a two-bedroom  bungalow  and  these 
persons  would  vacate  a two  or  three  bedroom  council  house  which 
would  then  be  available  for  a larger  family.  The  extra  bedroom 
has  many  advantages  in  time  of  sickness  or  ill-health,  and  would 
prevent  the  old  person  being  left  alone  over  night,  sometimes 
with  disastrous  results. 

The  general  housing  needs  are  still  great,  with  a list  of  1,500 
applicants.  Many  of  these  applicants  are  in  rooms,  either  in 
Council  houses,  or  more  often,  in  private  houses  without  any 
modern  amenities  and  are  also  overcrowded.  Parents  trying  to 
rear  young  children  under  these  conditions  are  fighting  a losing 
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battle,  while  inevitably  the  health  of  the  family  declines  as  a 
whole.  I constantly  receive  letters  from  the  Chest  Clinic  and 
from  General  Practitioners  pleading  for  the  rehousing  of  their 
patients,  but  only  too  often  the  necessary  houses  are  not  available. 

There  is  a need  for  at  least  600  houses  for  general  needs, 
while  tenants  of  existing  council  houses  who  are  under-occupying 
them  should  be  encouraged  to  take  bungalows. 

TABLE  18. 


HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Total  No. 

Council 

Council 

Private 

of  Council 

Dwellings 

Dwellings  in 

Houses 

Parish,  Dwellings 

erected  in 

course  of  erec- 

erected 

at  31.12.63. 

1963. 

tion  31.12.63. 

during 

1963. 

Convey-  i Bdm.  i Bdm. 

sions.  Houses.  Bungs.  Houses.  Bungs. 


Abenbury  

2 

Allington  

165 

7 

Bersham 

470 

21 

14 

46 

12 

Bieston 

4 

4 

Broughton 

876 

I 

24 

26 

10 

4 

Brymbo 

435 

Burton 

41 

Cefn 

944 

5 

54 

12 

43 

16 

12 

Erbistock  

18 

Esc.  Above 

4 

3 

Esc.  Below 

394 

I 

28 

18 

3 

Gresford 

136 

28 

Gwersyllt  

999 

18 

14 

10 

13 

Holt 

71 

6 

Isycoed 

12 

I 

Llan.  Rural 

229 

2 

2 

Llantysilio 

8 

8 

2 

Llay 

362 

6 

4 

Marchwiel  

105 

5 

Minera 

91 

6 

2 

Penycae 

607 

3 

6 

14 

I 

Rhos 

868 

2 

1 8 (flats)  36 

Ruabon 

391 

2 

Sesswick 

10 

1 

Totals 

7242 

II 

156 

38 

167 

42 

142 

= 

= 

= 

= 

— 

1 8 (flats) 

— 

SEWERAGE. 

The  sewerage  and  disposal  arrangements  are  reasonably  ad- 
equate. Design  work  is  in  hand  for  improvements  at  Bradley 
and  Gresford  sewage  disposal  works.  Plans  and  sections  of  main 
sewers  for  connecting  eight  of  this  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works 
to  the  Wrexham  Five  Fords  Works  have  been  designed  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  by  the 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineers. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1963. 


T 0 the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifth  Annual  Report  on  the 
activities  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Department  for  the 
year  1963. 

There  have  been  changes  in  the  Department’s  staff  during 
the  year.  Mr.  D.  Meirion  Hughes,  District  Public  Health  Ins- 
pector, left  in  November,  to  take  up  a similar  position  with  the 
Borough  of  Pembroke.  Miss  Marion  Wyn  Evans,  Junior  Short- 
hand Typist,  left  in  March,  and  was  replaced  by  Miss  D.  Christine 
Williams.  Mr.  Peter  J.  Newman,  was  appointed  Junior  Clerk 
and  Miss  Veronica  E.  J.  Broadbent  and  Mr.  John  R.  Evans  were 
appointed  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  Council  condemned  206  houses,  showing  an  increase  on 
the  previous  year,  but  it  is  disappointing  to  note  that  the  number 
of  houses  demolished  shows  a great  reduction. 

The  first  re-development  area  in  the  Parish  of  Rhos  was 
commenced  by  the  erection  of  a block  of  flats,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  continual  progress  will  now  be  made  in  redevelopment  in 
the  parish. 

Meat  inspection  takes  up  a great  deal  of  the  Inspectors  time 
and  additional  work  has  been  placed  upon  them  by  the  Meat 
Inspection  Regulations,  which  require  that  all  carcases  passed 
for  human  consumption  be  stamped  by  the  Inspectors. 

No  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Council  in  creating  a 
‘smokless  zone’.  Many  factories,  however,  have  changed  over 
to  the  use  of  oil  instead  of  coal,  with  good  results. 

The  Council  commenced  a pilot  scheme  of  paper  sack  collec- 
tion and  this  has  proved  to  be  much  cleaner.  These  sacks  are 
also  easier  to  handle,  thus  making  the  work  of  refuse  collection 
in  that  part  of  the  area  much  lighter.  It  is  hoped  that  this  scheme 
will  be  extended  each  year  to  other  parts  of  the  district. 
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The  routine  duties  of  the  Department  have  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  improvements  in  the 
standard  of  hygiene  in  business  premises  and  slaughter  houses. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  confidence  and  support. 

I would  also  acknowledge  the  co-operation  received  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Clerk  and  Solicitor  and  other  Chief 
Officers. 

Finally,  I would  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  continued  loyalty  and  sup- 
port in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the  Department. 


I am, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  DAVIES, 

Chief  Public  Heath  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following  Table  gives  a detailed  list  of  the  actual  work 
done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  Rural  District 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  19. 

HOUSING: 

No.  of  houses  re-roofed  1 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Roofs  _....  17 

No.  of  houses  repaired — \\alls  9 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Doors  -....  6 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Lighting  8 

No.  of  houses  otherwise  treated  to  prevent  dampness  .....  6 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  renewed  6 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  repaired  3 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  pavements  in  back  yards  3 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  ventilated  food  stores  2 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  kitchen  grates  .....  7 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  washing  boilers  1 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  baths  and  hot  and  cold  water  systems  2 

No.  of  visits  re  Council  House  Applicants  — 1480 

DRAINAGE : 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  (Drains)  .....  22 

No.  of  new  cesspools  constructed  

No.  of  new  septic  tanks  constructed  6 

No.  of  kitchen  sinks  provided  2 

No.  of  new  drains  laid  to  old  premises  2 

No.  of  drains  repaired  or  improved  ....  21 

No.  of  Inspection  Chambers  constructed  

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES: 

No.  of  new  water  closets  provided  4 

No.  of  old  water  closets  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns 1 

No.  of  old  water  closets  repaired  10 

No.  of  privies  converted  into  water  closets 
No.  of  privies  repaired 

No.  of  new  earth  closets  and  privies  

No.  of  portable  ashbins  provided  .....  .....  479 

WATER  SUPPLY: 

No.  of  old  premises  supplied  .....  1 

No.  of  service  pipes  repaired  by  Owners 

No.  of  service  pipes  repaired  by  Water  Co 610 

LICENSED  PREMISES: 

No.  of  visits  to  Licensed  Premises  .....  69 

No.  of  Licenced  Premises  improved  2 

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  improved  1 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  .....  ....  .....  255 

No.  of  workshops  repaired  

No.  of  workshops  cleansed  on  notice  .....  .....  1 

No.  of  new  sanitary  conveniences  provided  

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  improved  
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955: 

No.  of  Food  Premises  improved  10 

No.  of  visits  to  Food  Preparation  Premises  ...._  143 

No.  of  visits  to  Canteens  10 

No.  of  visits  to  Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars  6 

No.  of  visits  to  Fish  and  Chips  Shops  ...._  55 

No.  of  visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  12 

No.  of  visits  to  Bakehouses  42 

No.  of  Bakehouses  repaired 

No.  of  Bakehouses  cleansed  on  notice  _.... 


SHOPS  ACT: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  ' 99 

No.  improved  1 

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  provided  

MEAT  INSPECTION: 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  2530 

No.  of  visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  and  Stalls  76 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT: 

No.  of  observations  taken  120 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES: 

No.  of  visits  to  Knackers  Yards  97 

CLERICAL  WORK: 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  issued  670 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with  564 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  5 

No.  cf  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  3 

Total  No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  17,034 


HOUSING. 

It  was  estimated  in  1955  that  the  Council  had  2,356  houses 
to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme.  Of  this 
number,  1,674  houses  have  been  dealt  with  to  date,  leaving  682. 

The  returns  to  the  Ministry  in  July,  1962,  showed  that  950 
houses  were  to  be  dealt  with  within  a period  of  eight  years.  Since 
that  time,  we  have,  however,  dealt  with  268  houses,  leaving  682 
to  be  dealt  with  within  the  next  6 years.  I am  sure  that  we  will 
reach  our  target  before  the  time  stated  in  our  returns. 

The  Council  have  dealt  with  the  majority  of  the  poorer  tvpe 
of  house,  lacking  in  the  necessarv  amenities  and  facilities,  and  the 
type  of  house  now  being  dealt  with  is  of  a somewhat  higher  stand- 
ard. 

Applications  are  continually  being  received  for  permission  to 
re-construct  condemned  houses,  under  Section  24  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957,  and  where  these  houses  do  not  interfere  with  our 
future  re-devclopment,  the  applications  are  granted. 

Although  sites  have  been  cleared  in  Rhosymedre,  no  further 
development  has  taken  place  during  the  year. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  after  many  years  of  endeavour, 
the  Council  have  commenced  the  construction  of  a block  of  18 
flats  in  the  Ponciau  Re-development  Area.  It  is  also  proposed 
to  erect  a number  of  houses  and  Old  Age  Pensioners’  Bungalows 
in  this  area  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  hoped  that  now  the  re-development  has  commenced,  it 
will  develop  progressively  every  year. 

The  Council  have  not  yet  thought  fit  to  build  houses  for 
general  needs,  but  as  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  will  even- 
tually slow-down,  the  Council  should  now  think  of  building  houses 
to  provide  accommodation  for  people  in  need. 

As  we  are  now  making  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  in  most 
areas,  it  is  hoped  that  many  of  the  parishes  will  have  re-develop- 
ment areas,  with  the  resultant  improvements  in  the  built-up 
areas. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of  private  houses  built 
shows  an  increase  on  previous  years.  Most  of  these  houses  are 
inhabited  by  persons  from  our  own  area,  and  this  must  surely 
relieve  the  housing  situation  to  some  extent. 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 

Under  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Scheme,  169  houses  have 
been  demolished  during  the  year.  1 1 is  very  disappointing  to  find 
that  although  the  number  of  houses  condemned  has  increased  by 
47%,  the  number  of  houses  demolished  shows  a decrease  on  prev- 
ious years. 

It  would  appear  that  the  owners  show  little  interest  in  the 
properties  once  they  are  condemned,  and  if  we  are  to  tidy  up  the 
rural  district,  greater  effort  must  be  made  to  have  these  properties 
demolished  and  the  sites  cleared. 


COUNCIL  HOUSE  TENANCIES. 

A total  of  414  Council  dwellings  were  let  during  1963.  Of 
this  total,  230  were  re-lets  and  the  remainder  new  property. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  re-lets  shows  an 
increase  on  previous  years. 

1,480  visits  of  investigation  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Department’ 


OVERCROWDING. 

Although  we  have  a large  number  of  overcrowded  cases  in  the 
area,  the  exact  number  is  not  recorded. 
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We  are  continually  interviewing  people  who  are  applicants  for 
council  houses  and  the  majority  of  these  are  living  in  sub-standard 
houses,  lacking  in  modern  amenities,  such  as  hot  water, 
bathrooms  and  indoor  toilets,  etc.  The  lack  of  these  facilities 
cause  great  distress  in  a house  when  it  is  occupied  by  more  than 
one  family,  and  the  only  way  to  relieve  these  conditions  is  to 
provide  additional  council  houses. 

Whilst  these  houses  are  overcrowded,  it  is  difficult  for  the 
owners  to  provide  modern  facilities,  as  the  tenant  has  the  option 
in  saying  whether  bathroom  facilities  can  be  provided.  Although 
the  number  of  overcrowded  cases  has  been  reduced  in  latter  years, 
there  is  still  an  urgent  need  for  council  houses  to  be  built  in  the 
area. 

GRANTS. 

51  Standard  Grants  amounting  to  £5,481  13  4Jd.  and  89 
Discretionary  Grants  amounting  to  £23,122,  were  issued  during 
the  year. 

The  total  cost  of  the  proposed  works  carried  out  on  the 
properties  were  as  follows  : — 

Standard  Grants  £11,247  4 9d. 

Discretionary  Grants  £68,034  7 lid. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  on  those  for  1962,  but  are 
similar  to  the  figures  for  1961. 

This  is  very  disappointing  as  the  census  figures  show  that 
there  are  6,000  houses  in  the  Rural  District  which  lack  the  amen- 
ities provided  under  the  Grants  Scheme.  When  you  consider  that 
the  number  of  private  houses  in  our  area  amounts  to  14,000  it 
shows  a very  depressing  figure  and  at  this  rate  it  will  take  us  many 
years  before  all  the  houses  are  provided  with  these  essential  fac- 
ilities. 

We  are  trying  to  encourage  owners  and  owner-occupiers  to 
take  advantage  of  this  scheme,  and  whilst  a little  has  been  done, 
we  feel  that  more  pressure  must  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  owners 
to  provide  these  necessary  improvements. 

The  Council  acquire  property  from  time  to  time,  and  it  has 
been  suggested  that  a block  of  property  be  converted  to  provide 
all  these  facilities,  and  used  as  show  houses,  in  an  endeavour  to 
show  the  public  what  can  be  done  to  modernise  existing  dwelUngs. 
Up  to  the  present  time,  unfortunately,  this  has  not  been  carried 
out. 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

6 applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under 
the  above  Act,  all  of  which  were  granted. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year,  38  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  prop- 
erties situated  in  the  Rural  District.  16  of  these  were  taken  from 
properties  supplied  by  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company,  and  22  from  supplies  provided  by  this  Council. 

As  in  previous  years,  all  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  Chester,  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. The  results  are  given  in  Table  20. 

In  spite  of  endeavours  to  prevent  pollution,  the  Council’s 
water  supplies  at  Sun  Bank  and  Pentredwr  are  still  causing  us 
some  concern. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  areas  served  by  the  Wrexham  and 
East  Denbighshire  Water  Company  and  the  Wrexham  Rural 
District  Council. 


TABLE  20.  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Nature  of  Sample  and  where  taken 

Probable 

No. 

Conform 
Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Probable  | 
No. 

Bact.  Coli 
(Type  1) 
per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company. 

Ruabon.  13.2.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Coedpoeth.  13.2.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Acrefair.  9.4.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Froncysyllte.  23.4.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Penycae.  21.5.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Brymbo.  9.7.63 

II 

present 

U nsatisf  actory 

Lodge  17.7.63. 

13 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Acrefair.  7.8.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Gwersyllt.  5.9.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Gwersyllt.  5.9.63. 

I 

Satisfactory. 

Gresford.  11.9.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Lodge.  11.9.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Gwersyllt.  23.9.63. 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Gwersyllt.  26.9.63. 

0 

Excellent. 
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TABLE  20.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued). 


Nature  of  Sample  and  where  taken 

Probable 

No. 

Coliform 
Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Probable 

No. 

Bact.  Coli 
(Type  i) 
per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

Acrefair. 

13-II-63- 

0 

0 

Excellent. 

Penycae. 

13. II. 63. 

180+ 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Wrexham  R.D.C. 
Pentredwr  Supply. 

Pentredwr.  9.4.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Pentredwr. 

5.6.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Pentredwr. 

14.6.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Pentredwr. 

3-7-63- 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Pentredwr. 

9-7-63- 

0 

Excellent. 

Pentredwr. 

7-8.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Pentredwr. 

28.8.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Pentredwr. 

15.10.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Pentredwr. 

7.11.63. 

I 

present 

U nsatisf  actory . 

Pentredwr. 

19. II. 63. 

8 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Sun  Bank  Supply. 

Sun  Bank.  23.4.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Sun  Bank. 

21.5.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Sun  Bank. 

5.6.63. 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Sun  Bank. 

14.6.63. 

50 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Sun  Bank. 

3-7-63- 

180  + 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Sun  Bank. 

9-7-63- 

50 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Sun  Bank. 

24.7.63. 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Sun  Bank. 

7-8.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Sun  Bank. 

28.8.63. 

0 

Excellent. 

Sun  Bank. 

15.10.63. 

20 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Sun  Bank. 

7.11.63. 

160 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Sun  Bank. 

19. 11.63. 

I 

0 

Satisfactory. 

5 samples  of  water  from  farms  and  premises  situated  outside  the 
area  of  the  Water  Undertakers  were  also  submitted  for  examination  as 
to  suitability  of  the  supplies  for  domestic  purposes. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

10  premises  are  still  registered  for  the  slaughter  of  animals 
for  human  consumption. 

2,530  visits  were  paid  to  these  slaughterhouses  during  1963, 
to  ensure  that  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  carried  out.  As 
in  previous  years,  this  has  necessitated  the  Inspectors  working  on 
7 days  per  week,  including  evening  duty. 

A large  portion  of  the  total  slaughter  takes  place  in  one  of  the 
hcenced  slaughterhouses.  One  Inspector  is  employed  practically 
full  time  in  this  slaughterhouse,  from  which  meat  is  sent  to  many 
cities  and  large  towns  in  England  and  Wales. 

This  slaughterhouse  is  the  centre  for  the  slaughter  of  T.B. 
reactors,  and  also  receives  a large  number  of  casualty  carcases, 
which  no  doubt,  account  for  the  high  figure  of  meat  condemned. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was 
72,685,  a decrease  of  2,548  on  1962.  In  spite  of  this  decrease,  how- 
ever, the  weight  of  meat  condemned  has  increased  by  approx- 
imately 60  tons.  You  will  note  that  a large  number  of  cows  have 
been  condemned  during  the  year,  (practically  one  third  of  the  cows 
brought  in  for  slaughter  have  been  condemned)  and  this  will  ac- 
count mostly  for  the  increased  tonnage  of  condemned  meat. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  a large  number  of  calves  have 
been  condemned,  the  majority  of  which  are  immature  and  have, 
no  doubt,  been  sent  to  the  slaughterhouses  in  an  effort  to  save  the 
meat  for  human  consumption. 

Credit  must  be  given  to  our  Inspectors  for  their  keenness  in 
this  most  important  aspect  of  public  health  work. 

On  1st  October,  1963,  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came 
into  operation.  These  require  that  all  carcases  passed  for  human 
consumption  be  stamped.  This  work  of  stamping  entails  addit- 
ional time  spent  in  the  slaughterhouses,  but  as  this  work  is  comp- 
ulsory, the  Inspectors  have  accepted  it  as  a part  of  their  duties. 
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TABLE  21. 


Year  1963 

Cattle 

ex- 

clud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

4180 

1748 

619 

24.175 

41.963 

72.685 

Number  inspected 

4180 

1748 

619 

24.175 

41.963 

72,685 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

176 

613 

260 

270 

447 

1766 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2R7 

239 

2 

512 

4610 

5650 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

11.08 

48.74 

42-33 

8.23 

12.05 

10.20 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

28 

31 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

I 

825 

826 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

0.229 

2.033 

1.18 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

I 

I 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

I 

I 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

The  total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption  was  182  tons,  1 owt.,  0 qr.,  11^  lbs. 
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INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  foods  which  have  been 
examined  at  local  shops  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 


TABLE  22. 


Bacon  228  lbs. 

Meat  140  tins. 

Soup  16  ,, 

Fish  25  „ 

,,  14  lbs. 

Tomatoes  160  tins. 

Beans  14  ,, 

Peas  65  ,, 

Spaghetti  4 ,, 

Fruit  406  ,, 

Milk  28  ,, 

Cream  3 ,, 

Rice  Pudding  14  ,, 


FOOD  SAMPLING. 

The  Denbighshire  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  and  I am  indebted  to  T.  H.  Evans,  Esq.,  Chief  In- 
spector, Weights  and  Measures,  for  the  following  information  in 
respect  of  formal  samples  taken  by  his  department  in  our  area 
during  the  year. 
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TABLE  23 


Article. 

No. 

Taken. 

Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine 
or  Sub- 
<!tandard. 

Milk 

120 

117 

3 

Butter 

4 

4 

Margarine 

2 

2 

Lard 

I 

I 

Cheese 

I 

I 

Flour 

2 

2 

Bread 

I 

I 

Meat  Paste  

I 

I 

Sausages 

6 

6 

...... 

Suet 

I 

I 

Fish  Paste  

I 

I 

Fish  Cakes  

I 

I 

Vinegar 

I 

I 

Dried  Peas  

3 

I 

2 

Arrowroot 

I 

I 

Coffee 

I 

I 

Jam 

3 

3 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

I 

Honey 

I 

I 

Cornflower 

I 

1 

Sweets 

I 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets 

I 

I 

Mincemeat 

I 

I 

Ice  Cream 

lO 

10 

Ice  Lollies 

I 

I 

Table  Jelly  

I 

I 

Soft  Drinks  

I 

I 

Beer 

2 

2 

Gin 

I 

I 

Rum 

I 

I 

Brandy 

I 

I 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia 

I 

I 

Aspirin  Tablets 

I 

I 

Tartaric  Acid 

I 

I 

Gripe  Water 

I 

I 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

I 

I 

Amm.  Tine,  of  Quinine 

I 

I 

Glycerine 

I 

I 

Camphorated  Oil 

I 

I 

Totals 

182 

177 

5 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  above  Table,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  samples  of  milk  were  taken  in  the  area  during  the  year  and 
of  these,  three  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  “Not 
Genuine  or  Sub-standard”.  These  “Not  Genuine”  samples  were 
samples  of  bottled  milk  found  in  each  case  to  be  deficient  in  fat. 
The  deficiences,  however,  were  very  slight  and  in  each  instance 
the  farm  where  the  milk  was  produced  and  bottled  was  visited, 
the  methods  of  milking  and  bottling  examim-d,  and  the  farmers 
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concerned  were  advised  and  cautioned.  There  was  no  trace  of 
extraneous  water  in  any  milk  sample  taken  during  the  year  in 
the  area  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  Council. 

Of  the  forty-six  samples  of  food  and  drugs,  other  than  milk, 
which  were  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year,  only  two 
of  them  received  an  adverse  report.  These  were  samples  of  dried 
peas,  the  first  of  which  was  an  ‘informal’  sample  reported  by  the 
Analyst  to  contain  5%  of  defective  peas.  A ‘follow-up’  sample 
was  taken  immediately  which  on  analysis  showed  a similar  propor- 
tion of  defective  peas  so  the  packers  were  written  to  for  an  ex- 
planation. They  replied  that  the  shop-keeper  had  had  the  pack- 
eted  peas  in  stock  for  a very  long  time  with  the  consequence  that 
natural  deterioration  had  taken  place.  They  were  very  concerned 
for  their  good  name  and  made  immediate  arrangements  to  collect 
and  withdraw  from  sale  all  the  peas  of  their  packing  from  this 
shop. 

In  addition  to  the  milk  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst,  during  the  year  fifty-seven  samples  of  milk  taken  from 
Schools  and  Institutions  inthe  W.R.D.C.  area  were  tested  in  this 
office  by  the  inspectors.  All  these  samples  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory and  up  to  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

There  are  71  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  for  human 
consumption  on  the  Council’s  register,  one  having  been  discon- 
tinued during  the  year. 

143  premises  were  paid  to  these  premises,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  serve  notices  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960,  in 
respect  of  10  of  these.  The  owners  were  very  co-operative  and 
all  the  notices  were  complied  with. 

FISH  FRYING. 

We  have  27  premises  on  the  Council’s  register,  carrying  on 
the  trade  of  Fish  Frying  in  the  district,  a decrease  of  two  on  last 
year. 

These  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  are  generally 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

SHOPS. 

Regular  visits  and  inspections  are  made  of  all  shops  in  the 
area,  and  where  defects  are  found,  the  attention  of  the  proprietors 
is  drawn  to  the  matter.  When  repeat  visits  are  made,  it  is  gener- 
ally found  that  the  necessary  works  have  been  completed. 
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BUTCHER’S  SHOPS. 

39  premises  are  registered  by  the  Council,  a decrease  of  one 
on  1962.  Regular  visits  are  paid  to  these  shops,  which  are  kept 
in  a clean  and  hygienic  condition. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  15  bakehouses  on  the  Council’s  register,  one  having 
discontinued  during  the  year. 

Regular  visits  to  these  bakehouses  revealed  that  they  were 
kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  Council’s  register,  licenced  to 
store  and  sell  ice  cream  is  220,  7 new  premises  having  been  reg- 
istered during  the  year  and  10  discontinued. 

All  these  premises  are  kept  under  close  supervision  and  all 
comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  samples  taken  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1961. 

There  are  180  factories  on  the  Council’^  register,  one  less  than 
in  1962. 

These  factories  are  visited  regularly,  and  it  was  only  found 
necessary  to  serve  a notice  in  respect  of  one  premises.  This 
notice  was  complied  with. 

Table  24  gives  details  of  the  nature  of  the  factories. 
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TABLE  24. 


Factory. 

Bacon  Factory 

Blacksmiths 

Boot  Repairers  

Bottling  Works  

Brickworks 

Cabin  Cruiser  Repairs 

Chemical  Works  

Chocolate  Manufacturers  

Coach  Builders 
Coal  Washing 
Collieries 

Cotton,  Weaving  and  Spinning 
Cycle  Shops 

Dairies  

Domestic  Products 
Dressmaking  and  Tailoring 
Electrical  Equipment 
Engineering  Repair  Workshops 
Firewood  Dealers 

Garages  

Gas  Works 
Industrial  Works 

Iron,  Steel  and  Metal  Manufacturers 

Joinery  (Upholstery  and  Undertaking,  Builders’ 
Shops  etc.)  

Laundries 
Lime  Works 
Millers  

Motor  Car  Safety  Belts  Manufacture 

Packing  Prepared  Foods  

Plastic  Toys 
Pre-cast  Concrete  Units 

Printers  

Sawmills 
Scrap  Dealers 
Seed  Dressing 

Slag  Handling  and  Scrap  Recovery  

Slaughter  Houses 
Stonemasons 

Tiled  Fireplaces  

Toilet  Rolls  Manufacture  


No.  on  Register. 

I 

4 

15 

I 

8 

I 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 
12 

2 

I 

47 

3 

I 

3 

17 

I 

I 

3 

I 


1 

4 

2 

5 

3 

I 

1 
10 

2 
2 

I 


180 
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TABLE  25, 


PART  1 OF  THE  1961  ACT. 

I — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(I) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  i,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities  

30 

1,206 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

165 

1,379 

I 

iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

I 

2 

Totals 

*196 

2,587 

I 

•This  figure  includes  bakehouses. 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or 
more  “cases”). 


Particulars 

(I) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
|stituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Re- 

medied 

(3) 

Ref 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

srred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i.) 

I 

I 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3.)  

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4O  

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6.)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  

(c)  Not  sepcrate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 
ces relating  to  Outwork) 

Totcil 

I 

I 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT, 


Section  iii 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

- 

1 

1 

Section  no 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

1 

1 

1 

! 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

' 

1 

1 

1 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
no  (i)  (c) 
(2) 

1 

bo 

a 

3 

CTj 


<D 

U 

cd 

Oh 

a, 

ctJ 

bO 

C 

'C 

0) 


a 

bo  bo 
0 C 

'S  3 


>, 

U 

0> 


O 

43 

Oh 

T3 

a 

o 

u 

0 


0 


<5 

H 

O 

H 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

120  observations  of  smoke  emission  from  factory  chimneys 
in  our  area  have  been  taken  during  the  year.  Where  the  emis- 
sion has  been  excessive,  we  have  contacted  the  owners,  who  have 
readily  co-operated  in  carrying  out  the  necessary  improvements 
to  abate  the  nuisances. 

The  majority  of  complaints  are  caused  by  factory  chimneys 
which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Alkali  Inspector,  who  calls  at 
this  office  at  regular  intervals  for  consultations. 

Most  complaints  are  due  to  emissions  from  the  brickworks 
and  steel  works  in  our  area,  and  attempts  are  being  made  to  im- 
prove the  efticiency  of  the  works  to  reduce  the  smoke  emissions. 

The  principle  steel  works  in  the  area  is  experimenting  in  an 
effort  to  reduce  the  smoke  from  the  Oxygen  Steel  Plant,  and  they 
are  hoping  to  eliminate  smoke  from  this  works  in  the  near  future. 

As  you  are  aware,  most  of  the  air  pollution  in  this  area  is 
caused  by  domestic  chimneys,  but  up  to  date,  the  Council  have 
not  deemed  it  fit  to  declare  a ‘smokeless  zone’  in  our  district. 

Although  pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  Government 
Departments  to  allow  grants  (similar  to  the  improvement  grants 
on  houses)  for  improving  the  domestic  grates,  so  far,  they  have 
not  done  so. 

The  Council  have  five  standard  deposit  gauges  and  two  lead 
dioxide  instruments,  and  the  following  Tables  show  the  results 
obtained  therefrom. 


TABLE  27. 

STANDARD  DEPOSIT  GAUGES. 

T ons  pollution  per  square  mile. 


Month. 

Acre/ air 

Cefn 

New 

Broughton 

Pentre 

Broughton 

Rhosycoed 
T revor 

January 

10.21 

15.40 

7.60 

7.75 

7.29 

February 

0.60 

4.31 

8.13 

4.11 

7.12 

March 

18.61 

30.05 

17.77 

9.67 

11.16 

April 

9.30 

19.78 

9.80 

9.70 

9.57 

May 

8.07 

13.24 

13.94 

7.78 

7.12 

June 

4.53 

4.17 

4.83 

4.44 

2.62 

July 

3.63 

6.17 

8.04 

9.05 

5.27 

August 

0.33 

0.60 

3.70 

1.79 

4.67 

September 

16.37 

1.13 

1.17 

1.26 

1.43 

October 

4.77 

1.07 

4.73 

2.05 

1.79 

November 

2.53 

3.03 

3.37 

5.76 

2.12 

December 

4.60 

2.67 

3.84 

1.49 

2.48 
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TABLE  28. 

LEAD  DIOXIDE  INSTRUMENTS. 


Pentre 

Rhosycoed 

Month 

Broughton 

Trevor 

January 

1.96 

1.32 

February 

2.49 

1.66 

March 

0.77 

0.87 

April 

0.55 

0.59 

May 

0.49 

0.34 

June 

0.44 

0.60 

July 

0.44 

0.41 

August 

0.09 

0.21 

September 

0.53 

0.52 

October 

0.64 

0.57 

November 

0.67 

0.63 

December 

1.30 

1.44 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963. 

This  Act  comes  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1964.  A num- 
ber of  applications  have  been  received,  which  will  be  considered 
and  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  in  the  new  year. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT, 
1960. 

At  the  end  of  1963,  there  were  44  licenced  caravan  sites  on  the 
Council’s  register,  4 having  been  licenced  during  the  year. 

Of  this  number,  there  are  three  large  residential  caravan 
sites,  and  the  Council  have,  in  a few  special  cases,  licenced  in- 
dividual sites  for  this  purpose. 

The  rest  of  the  sites  are  for  holiday  purposes  only,  for  which 
there  is  an  increased  demand. 

Inspection  of  the  sites  are  periodically  carried  out  and  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  a fairly  high  standard  is  maintained. 

PROVISION  OF  DUSTBINS. 

Under  Section  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  18  ash- 
bins  have  been  supplied  to  private  houses. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

This  important  aspect  of  public  heahh  is  taken  for  granted, 
except  when  inclement  weather  retards  the  service.  The  ex- 
C(.ptionally  severe  weather  conditions  experienced  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  resulting  in  frozen  bins  and  snow  covered  foot- 
paths and  roads,  gave  rise  to  a great  number  of  complaints,  and 
ii  was  found  that  veiy  little  assistance  was  given  by  the  pubhc 
during  this  peiiod. 
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1707^  day^  were  lost  to  the  service  during  the  year,  a decrease 
of  6 days  on  1962.  This  continual  loss  of  time  through  sickness 
and  other  causes,  together  with  the  very  hard  winter  conditions 
previously  referred  to,  caused  serious  delays  in  the  service. 

This  year,  again,  it  has  been  most  difficult  to  obtain  suitable 
men  for  the  job.  23  men  were  recruited  during  the  year  and  26 
(including  three  men  who  retired)  left  the  service. 

A five-day  week  is  still  in  operation,  but  during  the  winter 
months,  the  majority  of  the  gangs  work  on  Saturday  mornings, 
in  an  attempt  to  maintain  as  regular  a collection  as  possible. 

One  new  18  cubic  yard  Dual  Tip  Refuse  Collector  was  pur- 
chased during  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  replacement  will 
assist  the  work  to  some  extent. 


PAPER  SACKS. 

During  the  year,  the  Council,  in  their  wisdom,  decided  on  a 
pilot  scheme  of  paper  sack  collection.  These  are  more  hygienic 
and  can  easily  be  handled  by  the  workmen. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  galvanised  iron  ashbin  weighs  28  lbs. 
and  by  using  the  paper  sack,  it  reduces  considerably,  the  weight 
carried  by  the  workmen  each  day.  It  will  be  interesting  to  note 
how  much  time  and  labour  is  being  saved,  especially  during  the 
winter  months. 

700  paper  sack  holders  were  provided  for  the  council  houses 
in  the  parishes  of  Allington,  Burton,  Gresford  and  Llay,  and  whilst 
the  majority  of  tenants  were  delighted  with  this  method  of  refuse 
storage,  we  had  teething  troubles  in  one  parish,  but  this  now  ap- 
pears to  have  petered  out. 

The  cost  of  the  paper  sack  collection  is  reduced  sufficiently 
to  cover  the  cost  of  the  paper  sacks,  for  in  the  paper  sack  method, 
only  one  journey  is  required  to  each  house,  thus  cutting  down  in 
time  and  labour  on  the  galvanised  iron  ashbin  system. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  continue  to  add  to  the  supply 
of  paper  sack  holders,  and  that  eventually  the  whole  district  will 
have  a paper  sack  collection. 

As  far  as  I am  aware,  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  Council  is 
the  first  Council  in  North  Wales  to  try  a paper  sack  scheme  in 
their  district. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  has  8 tips  in  the  district  for  the  disposal  of 
household  refuse.  Two  men,  with  two  machines,  are  employed 
full-time  in  an  effort  to  keep  these  tips  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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The  Bray  Loader  deals  with  7 tips,  which  are  semi-controlled 
the  remaining  tip  at  Woodwards  Rock,  Rhosymedre,  being  fully 
controlled  by  the  Bristol  P.  D.  44  Track  Tractor. 

As  you  are  aware,  refuse  collected  today  is  much  lighter  and 
easily  combustible  and  it  takes  all  our  efforts  to  maintain  the  tips 
free  from  fires,  especially  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Council  are  negotiating  the  purchase  of  Woodwards 
Rock  Tip,  but  the  acquisition  has  not  yet  been  completed. 

On  the  site  of  the  Bryn  Malley  Tip,  which  is  owned  by  the 
Council,  there  are  two  old  colliery  shafts,  owned  by  the  National 
Coal  Board,  which  are  becoming  dangerous.  As  they  are  situated 
so  near  the  tipping  site  now  used,  the  Council  are  making  arrange- 
ments with  the  National  Coal  Board  to  acquire  these  shafts,  so 
that  they  may  be  filled  with  refuse.  The  shafts  will  be  useful  in 
providing  tipping  space  and  also,  when  they  are  completely  filled 
up,  will  be  much  safer  from  the  public  point  of  view. 

We  are  very  concerned  with  the  indiscriminate  tipping  by  the 
public  ; old  mattresses,  furniture  and  cars  have  been  deposited  in 
many  beauty  spots  in  our  district,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  as- 
certain who  deposit  these  articles. 

The  Department  try  to  assist  any  person  who  has  articles  for 
disposal,  but  certain  people  are  reluctant  to  hand  them  over  to 
the  refuse  men. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  permission  should  be  granted  to  any 
person  residing  in  the  rural  district,  who  wishes  to  dispose  of  such 
articles  on  our  tips,  subject,  of  course,  to  their  being  deposited 
under  our  control. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Two  full-time  Rodent  Operators  are  employed  by  the  Council 
on  this  work. 

Most  of  the  farms  in  the  area  and  certain  factories  are  treated 
by  a full-time  private  Rodent  Operator. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  a total  of  2,515  visits  were 
made,  involving  535  treatments.  Details  of  the  treatments  are 
given  in  the  following  Table. 

TABLE  29. 


Rats. 

Mice. 

Domestic 

Premises 

368 

73 

Business 

Premises 

44 

29 

Total 

412 

102 
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Apart  from  the  above  treatments,  the  Council’s  sewers, 
sewerage  works  and  refuse  tips  arc  inspected  regularly,  and  treated 
when  necessary. 


INFESTATION  BY  VERMIN. 

63  complaints  of  infestations  by  vermin  were  received  during 
the  year.  These  included  a variety  of  insects,  namely  ; flies, 
wasps,  beetles,  ants,  silver  fish,  crickets  and  bugs.  Of  the  bug 
infestations,  10  occurred  in  council  houses  and  4 in  private  houses. 

KNACKERS  YARDS. 

There  are  two  licenced  Knackers  Yards  in  the  area,  namely  : 

Tyddyn  Daniel,  Marchwiel.  (Glutton). 

Ffrwd,  Brymbo.  (Bond). 

A total  of  97  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  they  were, 
at  all  times,  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

10  horses  were  slaughtered  at  Ffrwd  and  66  carcases  of  horses 
were  received  thereat. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1951. 

There  are  two  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act, 
namely  : — 

Remploy  Ltd,  Trading  Estate,  Wrexham. 

Johnstown  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Johnstown. 
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